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Visit the website for your role’s party and learn which issues the party has strong views on.

Democratic Party: www.democrats.org
Republican Party: www.gop.com 

Reference the briefings for your committee. Pay special attention to the “Liberal View,” the “Conservative View,” and the “President’s View,”. Recognize where party lines are drawn for each issue that your committee will debate. 

Issue #1

Issue #2 

Issue #3 

Issue #4

More generally, what are the strengths and weaknessese of party politics? How would US politics be different if every government representative did not associate with a party but rather his/her personal beliefs? How can you use party politics at HMC 2008 to your advantage? Recognize which issues will be made especially difficult to compromise as a result of party platforms.
Every year, the West Wing committee at HMC compiles party platforms. Read through the platforms that were made last year. Has anything changed? Be sure to be familiar with your party’s views on major topics. 

